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GOLDFIELDS VOLUNTARY REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS
(GVROC)

A in person and video conference meeting of the GVROC Council was held
Friday 25 July 2025 commencing at 9:00 am at the Shire of Coolgardie Kambalda
Community Recreation Facility Barnes Drive Kambalda.

AGENDA

1. OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss business related to the activities of the Goldfields Voluntary
Regional Organisation of Councils.

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Pursuant to the Code of Conduct, Councillors and CEOs must declare to the Chairman any potential
conflict of interest they may have in a matter before the Goldfields Voluntary Regional Organisation of
Councils as soon as they become aware of it. Councillors, CEOs and Deputies may be directly or
indirectly associated with some recommendations of the Goldfields Voluntary Regional Organisation of
Councils. If you are affected by these recommendations, please excuse yourself from the meeting and
do not participate in deliberations.

Nil.

3. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF
ABSENCE

3.1 Attendance

Cr Mal Cullen (Chair) President, Shire of Coolgardie
Cr Sherryl Botting Councillor, Shire of Coolgardie (Proxy for Cr T Rathbone)

Mr Aaron Cook A/CEO, Shire of Coolgardie
Cr Glenn Wilson Mayor, City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder (arrived 9:45am)
Cr Nadia Turner Councillor, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder  (arrived 9:45am)

Cr Carla Viskovich Councillor, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder  (via zoom)
Cr Laurene Bonza President, Shire of Dundas
Cr Sharon Warner Councillor, Shire of Dundas

Mr Peter Fitchat CEO, Shire of Dundas

Mr Shane Burge CEO, Shire of Esperance (via zoom)

Cr Patrick Hill President, Shire of Laverton (arrived at 9:50am)
Mr Phil Marshall CEO, Shire of Laverton (arrived at 9:20am)
Cr Tanya Nardone Councillor, Shire of Leonora

Ms Kiara Lord Manager Business Services, Shire of Leonora

Cr Paul Warner President, Shire of Menzies (via zoom)

Mr Rob Stewart A/CEO, Shire of Menzies

Cr Peter Grundy President, Shire of Wiluna

Mr Matt Mcintyre CEO, Shire of Wiluna (via zoom)

Mr Andrew Mann Executive Officer, GVROC (via zoom)

Ms Niki Curtis GVROC Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator
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3.2

3.3

Apologies

Cr Tracey Rathbone Councillor, Shire of Coolgardie

Mr Andrew Brien CEO, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Cr Wayne Johnson  Councillor, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
Cr Ron Chambers President Shire of Esperance

Cr Wes Graham Councillor, Shire of Esperance

Cr Shaneane Weldon Councillor, Shire of Laverton

Cr Peter Craig
Mr Ty Matson

President, Shire of Leonora
CEO, Shire of Leonora

Cr Sudhir Sudhir Councillor, Shire of Menzies

Cr Jim Quadrio Councillor, Shire of Wiluna

Mr David Mosel CEO, Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku

Cr Damian McLean  President, Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku

Guest Speakers and Presenters

Guest Speakers

Nil

Presenters

Murray Carter

Executive Director Rural Fire Division, DFES

Executive Manager, Infrastructure (via zoom)

34 WALGA Representatives
lan Duncan

3.5 DLGIRS Representatives
Nil

3.6 GEDC Representatives

Kris Starcevich

3.7

CEO

RDAGE Representatives

Sharon Henderson

3.8

Observers

Cassandra Jaeger

Director (via zoom)

Director Corporate and Commercial, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder (arrived 9:45)
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4. GUEST SPEAKERS

Nil.

5. PRESENTATIONS

5.1 Department of Fire and Emergency Services

Murray Carter, Executive Director Rural Fire Division, provided an update on related DFES matters for
the region and then an open discussion followed.

5.2 Shire of Coolgardie

President Mal Cullen provided a presentation on current situation within the Shire of Coolgardie (see
Attached to minutes).
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6.

AGENCY REPORTS

6.1

WALGA

WALGA verbal update report by lan Duncan.

6.2

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission

GEDC verbal update report by Kris Starcevich, which included the following:

GE Regional Drought Resilience Plan -
e Public Comment period complete, closed on 15 July.
o A number of submissions
All constructive and overwhelming majority was positive - reflects consultation
Mostly minor tweaks to some of the language
A couple of potential new or adjusted actions
These changes will go to the GEWSG next week
e Next Steps
o Final Plan is being prepared and will go to DPIRD and DAF and Ministerial
sign off.
o Finalise Implementation Plan and prioritise use of funding ($300k + $200k
underspend)
o Implementation with be the focus for the GEDC next 6-12 months

O O O O

State Budget Regional Events — GEDC is hosted Breakfast event in Kalgoorlie and a Lunch
in Esperance on 20 June with Minister Michael attending in Kalgoorlie and Minister Hammat
unfortunately had a flight delay and connected online.

Large Election Commitment Projects
e $20million towards Masonic Homes to deliver 40 plus independent living units as part
of Stage 2
e $2.5 million towards LED Street Lighting in Kalgoorlie
e $300k towards a Drive in in Leonora

Small Grants (Election Commitments) — GEDC working with proponents to enter into
agreements etc.

Kalgoorlie Rail Realignment Project — Detailed business case, including draft freight
analysis, detailed design and costing of shortlisted options is nearing completion, due in
Sept/Oct

GEDC Board Meeting in Leonora — GEDC Board visited Leonora in June and thanks to Tye
and Peter and the team for hosting, and heard from Genisis about their expansion plans.

Next meeting in Wiluna at the end of August aligned with the Opening of their Caravan Park
which received REDs funding, and Minister Michael will be attending.

Converge Esperance — ECCI in partnership with GEDC Is holding an economic development
conference in Esperance on 31 July and 1 August.

Other projects

e Economic Development Group with Shire of Dundas

e Working with the Shire of Ravensthorpe on several diversification projects off the back
of mining closures

e Northern Goldfields Working Group and the Economic Analysis/Potential of sealing
the Outback Way and economic Prospectus

e Tjiwarl AC Economic Empowerment

e Aboriginal Business Leadership Initiative

o Progressing concept development of an Aquaculture Precinct in Esperance
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6.3 Regional Development Australia Goldfields Esperance

RDAGE verbal update report by Sharon Henderson.
RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC note the Agency Reports as provided.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie

GVROC Chair called motion to adjourn the meeting for morning tea break at 10:30am.

Moved: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried

GVROC Chair called motion to resume the meeting at 10:50am.

Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie
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7. MINUTES OF MEETINGS

7.1 Minutes of the Goldfields Voluntary Regional Organisation of Councils
(GVROC) meeting held 30 May 2025

Minutes of the GVROC Council Meeting held Friday 30 May 2025 (Attachment 1) are presented for
adoption.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Minutes of the GVROC Council Meeting held Friday 30 May 2025 be confirmed as a true and
correct record of proceedings.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried

7.2 Action Sheet Report

An update on the actions based on the resolutions from the meeting held on 30 May 2025 meeting is
presented for noting (Attachment 2).

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Action Sheet Report as listed for noting be received.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried

7.3 Matters for Noting

The following matters were presented for noting.

1. WA Government Ministerial Media Statements of relevance to the Goldfields Esperance
Zone since the last GVROC meeting is contained at Attachment 3.

2. DLGSC Local Government Alert dated 5 June 2025 regarding LG Alert - LG refom
communications agreement consultation - open

3. DLGSC Local Government Alert dated 10 June 2025 regarding LG Alert - Appointment of
Directors General

4. DLGSC Local Government Alert dated 26 June 2025 regarding LG Alert - Message from the
DG

5. DLGSC Local Government Alert dated 26 June 2025 regarding LG Alert - Model Financial
Statements 2024-25 update (see Agenda ltem 10.8)

6. DLGSC Local Government Alert dated 26 June 2025 regarding LG Alert - Reminder of
changes to council committee requirements by 1 July 2025 (see Agenda ltem 10.9).

7. WALGA’s Transport and Roads Forum 2025
Brought to you by WALGA in partnership with Main Roads Western Australia, this year's
Forum promises to deliver a day of thought-provoking sessions, robust discussions,
knowledge sharing and networking, as WALGA brings together the best of the best across
all facets of transport, roads and Local Government.
Join us..
Thursday, 14 August
@ Fraser's State Reception Centre, Kings Park, Perth
® 8:00am to 4:30pm
A& Networking sundowner - 4:30pm to 6:30pm

This year's theme is 'From Vision to Action’ with sessions and presentations focusing on:
¥4 Road Safety



https://mailchi.mp/dlgsc.wa.gov.au/r2yqkpfeek-15107017?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/dlgsc.wa.gov.au/r2yqkpfeek-15107017?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/dlgsc.wa.gov.au/r2yqkpfeek-15107167?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/dlgsc.wa.gov.au/r2yqkpfeek-15107167?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107238?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107238?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107248?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107248?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107256?e=d14f9b3557
https://mailchi.mp/cits/r2yqkpfeek-15107256?e=d14f9b3557
https://www.linkedin.com/company/main-roads-western-australia/
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Sustainability
@ Active Transport
= Asset Management

Click on the attached link to view the detailed program Transport-and-Roads-Forum-
Program-2025.pdf and to learn more & register & https://ow.ly/VNzX50WcEwk

RECOMMENDATION:
That the matters for noting as listed be received and noted.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried

7.4 Correspondence for Noting

The following correspondence was sent and received since the last GVROC meeting and are all
contained in Attachment 4

Correspondence received:

1. Email dated 9 June 2025 from Kelly Waterhouse, Regional Manager Goldfields — Sport and
Recreation regional Services DLGSC advising of changes at the DLGSC Goldfields.

2. Email dated 25 June 2025 from Lotterywest advising that they have received our request fora
Lotterywest Healthway grant towards the Goldfields Shared Portable Community Event
Equipment Replacement Project.

3. Email dated 4 July 2025 from Lotterywest advising that it will be refining the application process
to ensure grants are distributed in the most effective way possible under its Lotterywest grants
for arts and cultural infrastructure, which the GVROC applied for on 25 Juen 2025.

4. Letter dated 7 July 2025 from the Shire of Wiluna inviting GVROC Executive Officerto the official
opening of the Wiluna Caravan Park on 28 August 2025.

Correspondence sent:
Nil.
RECOMMENDATION:
That the correspondence that was sent or received since the last GVROC meeting be noted.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried

7.5 GVROC CEOs Group Meetings

The GVROC CEOs held a meeting on 4 July 2025, and the Minutes of that meeting are presented at
Attachment 5 for noting by the GVROC.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC CEOs Group Minutes from its meeting on 4 July 2025 be noted.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried


https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Events/Transport-and-Roads-Forum-Program-2025.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Events/Transport-and-Roads-Forum-Program-2025.pdf
https://ow.ly/VNzX50WcEwk
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8. GOLDFIELDS VOLUNTARY REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF
COUNCILS FINANCE

8.1 End of Year Financial Statements for 2024/25 and Financial Statement for July
2025

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer

Disclosure of Interest: No interest to disclose

Date: July 2025

Attachments: GVROC 2024/25 Financial Statements (Attachment 6)

GVROC Financial Statements and accounts payable and receivable to
25 July 2025, Full Transaction Account history to 25 July 2025 and
GVROC Bank Statement Snapshot, plus Account history full
transaction to date for 2025/26 financial year, 2025/26 Budget update
(Attachment 7).

Background:

Presenting the 2024/25 end of financial year statements.

Presenting the financial statement positionand the accounts approved forpayment forthe period 1 June
2025 to 25 July 2025.

Also providing a picture of the 2025/26 Budget outlook as of 25 July 2025.

Financial Statement:
The Officer provides the following comment:

Since the last GVROC meeting for the period of 1 June 2025 to 25 July 2025 new transactions included
in the financial statements are:

Payments to Mann Advisory for the Executive Officer services and travel costs

Payments to Niki Curtis for RCA Coordinator services and travel costs.

Payments to XERO Accounting System — Monthly subscription for accounting software

Payment to Up-to-Date Accounting for preparation of GVROC BAS Statement and Lodgement.

Payment to Mal Cullen for GVROC Chair Allowance — 50% of yearly fee.

e Payments to Esperance Native Nursery forsupply of plants for Shire of Esperance plantings
under the GVROC Urban Canopy Project

e Payments to Josh Byrne & Associates for Wiluna Martu bush trail project - Milestone payments
as part of the GVROC Urban Greening Program

e Payments to Strata Green under the GVROC Urban Greening Program for supply of Arbortab
Tree Tablets Native, GreenGuard POP Triangular Tree Guards, EarthCare Water Crystals,
Hardwood Tree Stakes and freight to Menzies, Dundas, Laverton, Leonora and Kambalda.

e Payment to Garden City Plastics for supply of 370mm seedling cartons for transport of plants
under the GVROC Urban Greening Program.

e Payment to DataAU for annual subscription to GVROC/RDAGE Regional Data system and
modelling.

e Payment to Freight Lines Group fortransport of seedling cartons from Garden City Plastics to
Esperance under the GVROC Urban Greening Program.

e Payment to Lauren’s Larder forcatering for DBCA Kings Park Botanical workshop in Esperance
as part of GVROC Urban Greening project

¢ Interest earned on Commonwealth Saver account

e 2025/26 GVROC Membership fees — payment received from Shires of Esperance, Laverton
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Officer Comment:

The GVROC tracked well financially in comparison to the 2024/25 adopted budget compared to actuals.
This allows the GVROC to investin further projects going into the 2025/26 fiscal year as per the adopted
2025/26 Budget.

Invoices have been sent out to all GVROC LGA CEOs on 2 July 2024 for the annual GVROC
Subscriptionfees ($35,000 plus GST each) for2025/26, which are due forpayment by the 31 July 2024.
As of this meeting the Shires of Esperance and Laverton have already paid their annual subscription
fee.

Consultation: GVROC Chair
Financial Implications: Funds for the expenditure is included in the 2025/2026 Budget
Strategic Implications: GVROC Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Obijective 3

RECOMMENDATION:

That GVROC:
1. Note and endorse the 2024/25 end of financial year GVROC statements.
Note that the Statement of Financial Position for the period 1 July 2025 to 25 July 2025 and the
accounts approved forpayment forthe period 1 June 2025 to 25 July 2025 totalling $123,158.24
and revenue received of $77,002.94.
3. Endorse the actions taken by the GVROC Executive Officer to pay for GVROC expenses and
receipt of GVROC Revenue.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna

Carried
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9. GVROC REGIONAL CLIMATE ALLIANCE PROGRAM

9.1 GVROC Regional Climate Alliance Program Update

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Niki Curtis, GVROC Regional Climate Alliance Coordinator
Disclosure of Interest: Nil
Date: July 2025
Attachments: GVROC Urban Canopy Project — Tree Training Workshops Invitation

(Attachment 8)
GVROC Urban Canopy Project — Martu Bush Walk Draft Masterplan
(Attachment 9)
GVROC Urban Canopy Project — Goldfields Trees and Shrubs Draft Report
(Attachment 10)

Background and Officer Comments on each project are below:

There are several GVROC led projects underway at present, being managed by the RCA Coordinator
and these are listed below in more detail.

Adapting Community Assets for Climate Change Impacts: Feasibility Study

The project concluded ahead of schedule, with the acquittal still pending. The total cost was $475,000,
including a $235,000 NDRR grant and $240,000 in budgeted co-contributions. Although the RCA
Coordinator took on extra tasks, the project remained within budget, and additional funds were allocated
to GVROC to support the consultants in project scoping and actions.

Output Cash Allocated Final

Consultancy (Blue Salt) $220,000 $205,920

Project delivery and operational costs (RCA Coordinator) $15,000 $29,080
TOTAL $235,000 235,000

Urban Greening Program for the Goldfields Esperance Region.
The program is tracking on schedule. A summary of both the payment and reporting details are outlined
further in the table below.

Date Description Payment amount Payment requirements
19/12/2024 Payment 1 $165,193 PAID
30/11/2025 Payment 2 $342,293 A project update meeting between

GVROC and Lotterywest, and
provision of an Income and
Expenditure statement that accounts
for 75% of Payment 1

30/1/2026 Report 1 due Provide this through Portal

30/01/2027 Report 2 due Provide this through Portal

30/01/2028 Payment 3 $65,910 Provide an update on progress
(Acquittal) against the Community Impact

Planner and an Income and
Expenditure statement that accounts
for 75% of payment 2.

TOTAL $573,396 (ex GST)
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Tree Training workshop days with the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA) are planned for
Leonora, Kalgoorlie, and Esperance in July and August. These workshops are aimed at LGA managers
and employees who will be planting and maintaining the trees. An invitation has been sent to all GYROC
members (see Attachment 8). Workshop Dates: Esperance (July 23), Kalgoorlie (August 12), and
Leonora (August 15).

Josh Byme and Associates (JBA) have completed the draft masterplan for Wiluna’s Bush Walk
Masterplan (See Attachment 9) which is awaiting endorsement by the Shire of Wiluna Council.

By the end of July, about 9,500 trees will be shipped to GVROC Councils. This year, Leonora, Laverton,
Coolgardie, Dundas, Esperance, and Menzies have received trees, with around 8,000 delivered to the
Goldfields. Orders for 2026—2027 planting open in September 2025.

The Botanic Gardens and Parks team has been a great support with the development of the species list
forthe Goldfields (see Attachment 10). After Kings Park experts have visited the local towns in July
and August—offering tree training workshops, community planting days, and Council advice—orders for
2026 trees and understory plants will begin.

e EV Charging Stations - Leonora and Menzies
A quote has been provided by Horizon Power and the two charging stations at Leonora (Fast) and
Menzies, will hopefully start to be installed in coming months. Timelines and the budget are just being
finalised with the State Government (ChargeUp Grants).

e Community Water Supply Partnership Program (CWSPP)
After a seven month wait, DWER announced recently that the Shire of Menzies will receive $80,000 to
reline the town dam and install water tanks (see Joint media statement - Seven regional water projects
funded under $5.6 million Community Water program | Western Australian _Government), which will
support firefighting and greening efforts. The budget and timelines are being reviewed for next week's
resubmission. It is hoped that this project will be delivered in coming month (in time for summer).

We are awaiting an announcement for the Shire of Dundas for $80,000 to install a solar pump and tank
at Bromus Dam and another submission for Dundas is being developed to apply for tanks and gutters
on buildings in the town of Norseman.

e Community Energy Upgrade Fund (CEUF)
The RCA Coordinator supported the Shire of Esperance in applying to the CEUF for $946,000 to install
solar panels and batteries on 15 buildings, plus window tinting on five. This year-long $1.9M project
aims to stabilise the grid, lower energy costs and emissions, and boost two community evacuation
centres' capabilities. Additional benefits include reduced ratepayer costs, better energy efficiency
education, and local workforce development.

Previous RCA project data was crucial to the application. It is hoped that further applications for other
GVROC members can be undertaken in 2026 and lessons from this project will be shared with other
GVROC Councils.

Strategic Implications:
e Mitigating drought impacts and improving water security
e Sustainably managing the increased risk of bushfire threats
e Improving uptake of renewable energy and energy efficiency solutions
e Managing waste sustainably at a regional scale
e Reducing carbon emissions across the GE region to support our vision of a thriving, clean,
green and economically resilient region

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the Adapting Community Assets for Climate Change Impacts: Feasibility Study project
acquittal is still underway.


https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Joint-media-statement---Seven-regional-water-projects-funded-under-$5.6-million-Community-Water-program-20250627
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Joint-media-statement---Seven-regional-water-projects-funded-under-$5.6-million-Community-Water-program-20250627
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2.

Note the $573,000 Urban Greening project is on track and the planting of trees and training
workshops are being rolled out in July and August 2025. All LGAs are asked to ensure that
they have staff attending the planned tree training workshops to give the new trees the best
chance of survival meeting the proposed outcome for the project.

Request LGA’s to engage closely with the RCA Coordinator on Tree Orders for 2026 which will
be undertaken in September 2025.

Note the ChargeUp grants forEV Charging stations in Menzies and Leonora have resumed now
that a quote for power upgrades at Leonora from Horizon Power has been received. It is hoped
that these will be installed by the end of 2025.

Note the Shire of Menzies has been awarded around $80,000 to re-line a large dam in the town
centre and install tanks for firefighting and urban greening purpose through the Community
Water Supply Partnership Program.

Note the Shire of Esperance recently applied to the Community Energy Upgrades Fund for
$946,000 to install solar panels, batteries, and window tinting on its buildings, using RCA project
data. Lessons from this project will be shared with GVROC members.

Note that the Shire of Dundas was advised at the meeting that they will be awarded the $80,000
to install a solar pump and tank at Bromus Dam.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried
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9.2 Regional Drought Resilience Plan (RDRP) Update

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer

Disclosure of Interest: Nil.

Date: July 2025

Attachments: GEWSG Minutes from meeting 18 June 2025 (Attachment 11)

RDRP GEWSG RDRP Action Prioritisation Spreadsheet (Attachment 12)
Draft GE RDRP Implementation Plan (Attachment 13)
Shire of Dundas feedback on RDRP (Attachment 14)

Background:
The Goldfields-Esperance Regional Drought Resilience Plan (the Plan) provides a foundation to identify,
inform and guide actions to achieve water security and drought resilience across the region.

Jointly funded by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) and the
Federal government’s $5 billion Future Drought Fund (FDF), this Plan builds on the region’s aspiration
to achieve water security through a shared vision.

The Plan should be read in conjunction with the Drought Vulnerability Assessment (DVA) for the region,
which provides an evidence base that underpins the priorities and actions identified.

Approximately 156 individuals and 55 organisations were engaged through the development of this plan.
During the consultation process, four clear thematic outcomes emerged that together support the
objectives of the Plan and the priorities and aspirations of the region.

These thematic outcomes are:
* Informed, Empowered Communities
* Positioned for Growth
- Efficient and Resilient Water
* Innovative Futures

Underpinning these thematic outcomes is the fundamental principle of Healthy Landscapes, which
reflects the significance of conserving and restoring landscapes to sustain healthy water resources into
the future.

Throughout consultation, a strong focus emerged on future-focused solutions that would achieve
preparedness for climate scenarios. Stakeholders and communities sought responses that enhanced
their empowerment and authorship of solutions and almost universally identified collaboration as

a mechanism to achieve this.

Water security is a significant economic enabler and key driver of regional liveability, including social
and cultural connection. As the region’s climate, water requirements and availability evolve, further work
will be required to ensure the sustainability and prosperity of Goldfields-Esperance communities and
industries. This Plan is intended to be a living document and will be reviewed and monitored over time
to ensure it continues to meet the needs of the region.

The plan was released for public comment on the 17 June 2025 with submissions and feedback closing
on 15 July 2025.

Officer Comment:
At the GVROC meeting held on 30 May 2025 the GVROC resolved the following regarding the draft
plan and prioritised actions:

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the Final draft Goldfields-Esperance Regional Drought Resilience Plan and Final draft
Drought Vulnerability Assessment documents as presented and that they will be released for
public comment by the GEDC once a date has been agreed to interally by Government.
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2. Review the foundational actions, quick wins as listed in the Plan (Pages 37-43), and provide the
following prioritised actions they would like the GEDC to focus on when allocating the remaining
RDRP funding in the implementation phase for the project.

a. Undertake a review of water demands, including the regional non-potable water
demands

b. Investigate levers to support adoption of residential and commercial tanks and gutters
to enhance community and LGA supply

c. Coordinate a review of community dams and other disused State Government and
Industry assets to investigate potential refurbishment opportunities across the sub-
regions that will build non-potable water supplies to be shared by communities to
increase water security for firefighting and other emergency management needs.

d. Advocate for increased input and collaboration into Water Corporation water supply
planning processes

e. Undertake a desktop review of policy and frameworks to enhance LGA knowledge when
investigating wastewater opportunities

f. Investigate best-practice flood mitigation measures that are locally relevant for local
government, with a lens on major transport routes and infrastructure, and
pathways/processes to implement

3. Request the GVROC Executive Officer to provide these GVROC Prioritised actions for
consideration by the GEDC and the GEWSG in its funding allocation in the implementation
phase of the project.

4. Request that all GVROC LGAs to review the draft Plan and DVA and if they have any
suggestions, amendments to the draft Plan or DVA, to please submit these through as part of
the public consultation phase once open to the GEDC.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Craig — Shire of Leonora
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried

The Goldfields Esperance Water Security Group (GEWSG) then met on 18 June 2025 (see minutes at
Attachment 11) to further discuss and prioritise the foundational actions and quick wins to develop a
draft implementation plan.

The GEDC then took the results of the GEWSG prioritisation to a meeting with the consultants, Aither
that developed the plan, to discuss and refine for the development of the draft implementation plan.

Aither's high level comments and recommendations are provided in the RDRP Action Spreadsheet
(Attachment 12 - see tab GEWSG X AITHER Review). Other key points provided by the GEDC are as
per below:

e F3is the key foundational action for the region — many other actions will build off the findings of
this action including F8 & F11 and it will allow the region to deliver other activities in a more
targeted and strategic manner.

e F12 is possibly amuch larger piece of work than the scope of this plan. Suggest continuing to
scope and refine this action in implementation to identify activities within the capacity of the
region.

¢ A number of the foundational actions (F1,2,5,6,9,10,12) could be rolled together into a broader
package of engagement activities focused on knowledge sharing and relationship building. This
could be delivered internally with minimal cost.

From the GVROC, GEWSG and Aither feedback, the GEDC has now prepared the draftimplementation
plan (Attachment 13) that outlines these suggested actions and indicative cost that was sent to DPIRD
on the 30 June 2025. In this draft implementation plan, there is an allocation for “Future Activities” that
can be identified throughout implementation as outcomes and next steps emerge from initial actions,
particularly F3.

The GEDC has also requested that we please note that this draftimplementation plan has been provided
to DPIRD and DAFF as indicative only, and it is subject to further refinement and any outcomes as a
result of the public comment period. i.e. there will be more time to review the actions in July before
finalising this implementation plan.

If the GVROC has any concerns with the draft priority actions or the draft implementation plan, the
GEDC has asked for these to be provided back to them as soon as possible.
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As part of the public comment period the Shire of Dundas has also provided a copy of its feedback to
the GEDC, which can be found at Attachment 14.

Consultation: GVROC Chair, GEDC, GEWSG
Financial Implications: N/A
Strategic Implications: Alignment with Regional Climate Alliance strategies

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the update on the RDRP, the current prioritised actions and draft implementation plan as
provided by the GEDC.

2. Note the publiccomment period forthe RDRP has now closed as of 15 July 2025 and the GEDC
is working through these comments with the GEWSG and the consultants Aither to refine the
draft RDRP and implementation plan.

3. Request if any LGAs have any concerns with the draft priority actions orthe draftimplementation
plan, to either provide these back directly to the GEDC or provide these to the GVROC
Executive Officer as soon as possible so they can be considered by the GEDC during this
refinement phase.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried
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10. GOLDFIELDS VOLUNTARY REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF
COUNCILS BUSINESS

10.1 Proposal for the Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair
for Audit, Risk, and Improvement Committees (ARICs) Across GVROC
Member Councils Update

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Disclosure of Interest: No interest to disclose

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Local Government Amendment Act 2024
Background:

In alignment with the Local Government Amendment Act 2024, which mandates that an independent
person outside of the Council and Local Government chair its Audit, Risk, and Improvement Committees
(ARICs), a suggestion has been proposed that all nine LGAs in the Goldfields Esperance Region could
under the GVROC join and appoint a single shared, qualified professional to serve as the independent
chair for the ARICs of all nine member councils.

Given the vast geographical expanse and the shared challenges, the GVROC councils face, a unified
approach to appointing a shared independent ARIC chair should be both practical and beneficial.

If endorsed by the GVROC this collaborative approach could reduce costs to each LGA, create
synergies, ensure compliance with the legislative requirements, enhance governance standards, and
optimise regional resource utilisation.

Legislative Compliance
The Local Government Amendment Act 2024 stipulates that:
e Each local government must establish an ARIC.
e The ARIC must be chaired by an independent person who is neither a council member nor an
employee of the local government.
e Under Section 87 Part 2 Clause 7.1CB. Two or more local governments may have shared audit,
risk and improvement committee
(1) Two or more local governments may agree to establish a single committee to be the audit,
risk and improvement committee of each of their councils (a shared committee).

By appointing a single shared independent chair across all member councils, GVROC ensures unifomm
compliance with these requirements.

Benefits of a Shared Regional Appointment

e Consistency in Oversight: A single chair ensures uniform application of audit and risk
management practices across all councils.

e Resource Efficiency: Pooling resources reduces individual council expenditures related to
recruitment, training, and remuneration.

¢ Enhanced Expertise: A professional chair brings specialised knowledge, improving the quality
of oversight and recommendations.

e Improved Collaboration: Shared leadership fosters inter-council communication and the
sharing of best practices.

Proposed Selection Criteria for a Shared Independent Chair

e Professional Qualifications: Membership in a recognised professional body (e.g., CPA
Australia, Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand).

e Experience: Demonstrated experience in audit, risk management, or governance roles,
preferably within the public sector.

¢ Independence: No current or recent (within the past two years) employment or elected
positions within any GVROC member council.

e Skills: Strong analytical, communication, and leadership skills.



https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_47991.pdf/$FILE/Local%20Government%20Amendment%20Act%202024%20-%20%5B00-00-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
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Proposed Implementation Plan
1. Approval: GVROC to endorse the proposal and allocate necessary resources.
2. Recruitment:
o Develop a detailed position description and selection criteria.
o Advertise the position through appropriate channels.
3. Selection:
o Establish a selection panel comprising representatives from member councils.
o Conduct interviews and reference checks.
4. Appointment:
o Formalise the appointment through a contract outlining roles, responsibilities,
remuneration, and term.
5. Orientation:
o Provide the appointed chair with an overview of GVROC operations and individual
council contexts.

Financial Considerations

The costs associated with the appointment, including remuneration, travel, and administrative supporn,
will be shared among those member councils wanting to share the appointment of an independent chair
based on an agreed-upon formula, considering factors such as council size and budget.

Appointing a single, qualified independent chair forthe ARICs across those GVROC member councils
that wish to join could be a strategic move that ensures legislative compliance, promotes consistency in
governance, and optimises resource utilisation.

This collaborative approach reflects GVROC's commitment to excellence in local government
operations.

Officer Comment:
In relation to this and as per the GVROC meeting resolution from 30 May 2025 as follows:

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Support the proposal forthe Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair for Audit,
Risk, and Improvement Committees (ARICs) Across GVROC Member Councils.

2. Request that each GVROC LGA take this proposal to theirindividual Councils for consideration
and to make a decision on whether they would support this proposal and report this back to the
GVROC Executive Officerforinclusionand discussion at the next GVROC meeting in July 2025.

3. Request the GVROC Executive Officer to provide areport back at the next GVROC meeting in
July 2025 on each Councils decision, with a recommendation forthe GVROC on whether to
proceed with the proposal or not.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried
The following LGAs have provided their Council decisions on this matter:
Shire of Laverton

On the 19 June 2025 the Laverton Council deliberated on the matter of a shared ARIC chairperson as
discussed through GVROC. The resolution is as follows:
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RESOLUTION COUNCIL DECISION

smoven: Cr R Weldon secospep:  Cr B Conway-Cox

That Council by an absolute majority in accordance with sections 5.12 and 5.13 of the LG
Act;

Support the proposal for the Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair for the
Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee across GVROC member Councils.

CARRIED 6/0
For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Wedge, Cr R Weldon, Cr B Conway-Cox, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon

Shire of Wiluna
As an action arising from the GVROC meeting on 30 May 2025, resolution 88/2025 of the Shire of
Wiluna Ordinary Meeting of Council held 24 June 2025 was as follows:

Officer Recommendation and Council Resolution
MOVED: CR KALISAIWAQA SECONDED: CR CARMODY
That the Council:

1. Notes the recommendations made by the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee at
their meeting on 17 June 2025 (Resolution: 21/2025)

2. Supports the proposal of a shared single independent Chair for the Audit, Risk and
Improvement Committee but that it is not limited to a regional independent Chair of
the GVROC Members and recommends slight amendments to the professional
qualifications required as part of the selection process

3. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to take this resolution to the upcoming GVROC
Meeting as requested by the GVROC Members

CARRIED (7/0)
For: CR GRUNDY, CR CARMODY, CR KALISAIWAQA, CR KOROICURE, CR QUADRIO, CR
SIDDALL and CR PATCH

Against: Nil Resolution: 88/2025

The Shire of Wiluna Council also raised a question that perhaps consideration could be given to an
independent Chair from a neighbouring Shire or region, with the appropriate qualifications.

Shire of Leonora
On the 15 July 2025 the Leonora Council deliberated on the matter of a shared ARIC chairperson as
discussed through GVROC. The resolution is as follows:

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr AE Taylor
Seconder: Cr RA Norrie

1.That Council by an absolute majority in accordance with sections 5.12 and 5.13 of the LG Act;
Support the proposal for the Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair for
the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee across GVROC member Councils.

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY (7 VOTES TO 0}
For; Cr Pl Craig, Cr RA Norrie, Cr RM Cotterill,
Cr AE Taylor, Cr LR Petersen, Cr TM Nardone, Cr F Harris
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Shire of Esperance
On the 22 July 2025 the Esperance Council deliberated on the matter of a shared ARIC chairperson as

discussed through GVROC. The resolution is as follows:

Item: 12.3.5 Shared Regional Independent Chair - Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee

Moved: Cr Flanagan
Seconded: CrJohnston
00725-094

Council Resolution

That Council support the proposal for the appointment of a shared regional independent Chair
for the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee across GVROC and member Councils.

CARRIED

F8 - AD

For: Cr Starcewvich, Cr Johnston, Cr Davies, Cr Flanagan, Cr McMullen, Cr de Haas,
Cr Graham, Cr Obourne

Shire of Coolgardie
On the 21 July 2025 the Coolgardie Council deliberated on the matter of a shared ARIC chairperson as
discussed through GVROC. The resolution is as follows:

COUNCIL RESOLUTION #103/2025
Moved: Cr Sherryl Botting

Seconded: Cr Corey Matthews
That Council in accordance with sections 5.12 and 5.13 of the Local Government Act:

1. Support the proposal for the Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair for the
Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee across GVROC member Councils.
2. Advise the GVROC Executive Officer of the Shire’s support in this matter.
In_Favour: Crs Malcolm Cullen, Tracey Rathbone, Sherryl Botting, Kathie Lindup, Rose
Mitchell, Daphne Simmons and Corey Matthews

Against: Nil
CARRIED 7/0

GVROC Comments

The City of Kalgoorlie Boulder advised at the meeting that it has already appointed an Independent
Chair forits for Audit, Risk, and Improvement Committee so would not be participating but it supports
the other GVROC members in looking to appoint a Shared Independent Chair through the GVROC.

The Shires of Dundas and Menzies have advised this item is being put to their Councils for decision at
their upcoming meetings.

The GVROC Executive Officer advised he would follow-up with the Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku.
WALGA advised they were in the process of establishing a panel of suitable contractors that could
undertake the role of Independent Chair of ARIC’s and that this would be available to GVROC members

should it be required.

Consultation: GVROC LGAs, GVROC CEO Group
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Financial Implications: TBC

Strategic Implications: Improved Governance and Accountability

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1.

Note the update on the proposal for the Appointment of a Shared Regional Independent Chair
for Audit, Risk, and Improvement Committees (ARICs) Across GVROC Member Councils.

2. Note that the Shires of Laverton, Leonora, Wiluna, Esperance and Coolgardie are in support of
appointing a shared single independent Chair for their Audit, Risk and Improvement
Committees, noting the additional comments from the Shire of Wiluna.

3. Note the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder has advised it has already appointed an Independent Chair
forits for Audit, Risk, and Improvement Committee, but supports the other GVROC members in
looking to appoint a shared Chair.

4. Request the Shires of Dundas, Menzies and Ngaanyatjarraku to advise the GVROC Executive
Officer of your Council decisions as soon as possible.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie

Carried
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10.2 Feedback on WALGA's submission- Draft Guideline on Community
Benefits for Renewable Energy Project

Reporting Officer: Peter Fitchat, CEO Shire of Dundas

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: June 2025

Attachments: Community Benefits Guideline for communities hosting renewable

energy projects

Feedback on WALGA's submission- Draft Guideline _on Community
Benefits for Renewable Energy Project Survey

Shire of Dundas Feedback on WALGA’s submission (Attachment 15)

Background:

The WA Government is committed to the decarbonisation of our economy and keeping electricity
affordable. Transforming our electricity system is crucial to achieving these goals and Western
Australia’s energy transition is already well underway.

The energy transition will create new opportunities for regional communities hosting renewable
infrastructure, including local employment, opportunities for local businesses to participate in supply
chains, and community benefits like infrastructure investment - but it will also bring changes to local
landscapes.

To ensure host communities realise lasting benefits and economic opportunities from the renewable
energy transition, the WA Government, through PoweringWA, is developing a Community Benefits
Guideline for renewable energy projects.

At the Renewable Energy Ministerial Forum on 12 June 2025, Minister Sanderson announced the
release of the Draft Guideline on Community Benefits for Renewable Energy Projects. Formal
consultation on the Guideline is now open and is closing on 18 August 2025.

Effective community benefits arrangements promote equitable outcomes and participation by regional
communities in the transition. These arrangements empower communities to realise the benefits of
hosting energy infrastructure, while also improving investor certainty and reducing delays in project
delivery.

This Guideline is intended to help facilitate effective benefits arrangements by providing a tool for
developers and communities to refer to when considering such arrangements. They are being
developed following discussions between the State Government, project proponents, peak industry
bodies, communities, and Local Government Authorities. Each of these stakeholders has recognised
the value of a framework to inform the negotiation and development of community benefit arrangements
on a case-by-case basis.

WALGA has prepared a draft submission on behalf of the Local Government sector and have sought
feedback on their submission (see attached link), with a particular focus on:

e Section 2.2.1 - Benefit value guidelines;

e Section 2.2.6 - Commencement of benefit sharing arrangements; and

e Section 2.2.9 - Monitoring implementation of the framework.

WALGA requested feedback from LGAs by 5pm, 25 July 2025.
Officers Comments:
The Shire of Dundas has looked at the draft guidelines and WALGA submission and has provided the

following comments for consideration as feedback by the GVROC and its LGA members.

Key Issues for Councils in Remote and Regional WA

1. Decommissioning and Demolition Risks (Freehold and Crown Land)


https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/energy-policy-wa/community-benefits-guideline-communities-hosting-renewable-energy-projects
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/energy-policy-wa/community-benefits-guideline-communities-hosting-renewable-energy-projects
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VCK3D93
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VCK3D93
https://www.wa.gov.au/media/152630/download?inline
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» No current legislative requirement or guarantee for decommissioning

e The WALGA submission does not address decommissioning obligations, end-of-life
responsibilities, or land remediation for renewable infrastructure (e.g. wind turbines, solar
farms, BESS systems).

e This creates a potential liability for Councils, particularly where proponents become
insolvent or ownership transfers.

» On Crown Land:

e [f infrastructure is built on unallocated Crown land, pastoral leases, or reserves, Councils
may have limited leverage to enforce decommissioning or remediation.

e The land often reverts to the Crown, but Councils may still face community and environmental
pressure to “clean up” or repurpose the site.

» On Freehold Land:

e Councils may end up with abandoned or unmaintained infrastructure, especially in the
absence of:
o Decommissioning bonds or financial assurances
o Planning conditions requiring clean-up

Impact: Remote LGs like Dundas could be left with the social, visual, or environmental burden of
deteriorating infrastructure without funding or authority to act.

2. Lack of Mandated Developer Contributions or Guarantees
WALGA supports a voluntary benefits framework, but:
e Guidelines are not legally binding—developers may opt out.
¢ No requirement to tie ongoing community benefit contributions to project viability or

land tenure type (e.g. short-term leases, freehold transfers, or mining tenements).

Impact: Councils may be left negotiating alone with sophisticated companies, with little long-term
enforceability, especially if projects are sold or collapsed.

3. Cumulative Infrastructure Impact on Council Assets (No Cost Recovery)
The WALGA guide mentions:

“...impacts on roads, waste, housing, and emergency management should be considered in
cumulative assessments”.

But it does not propose any direct cost-recovery mechanism for:
¢ Road degradation (especially heavy haulage during construction),
e Drainage impacts,
e Strain on limited housing,

e Increased demand for local services.

Impact: Remote Councils with limited rates base must subsidise infrastructure wear and service
delivery without guaranteed offset payments.

4. Unclear Rating Pathways
WALGA:

e Rejects including rates as part of “community benefit” negotiations,
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e Notes: Most LGs aren’t able to rate renewable projects adequately, as they are rated only
on existing unimproved land use.

Impact: If rating legislation is not amended, large-scale renewable projects could continue to operate
without proportional local contribution, especially if built on Crown land or via state agreements.

5. No State-Led Strategic Rollout or Coordination
WALGA highlights:

“There is no coordinated approach to integrating these investments into existing communities and
industries”.

For remote areas, this means:

e Project proposals are ad hoc, leading to land use conflicts, environmental pressure, and
confusion about local government’s role.

e No cumulative impact management from the State, leaving Councils exposed to
overlapping project pressures.

Recommendations for Councils
To mitigate risks, remote and regional Councils should:

1. Advocate for mandated decommissioning bonds (like in the mining sector).
2. Push for planning conditions requiring end-of-life remediation before approval.
3. Request State-led regional impact assessments, including infrastructure and service
needs.
4. Call for legislative changes to the Rating Act to allow:

o Improved valuation-based rates,

o Clear ability to rate energy infrastructure regardless of tenure.
5. Include model clauses in CBAs (Community Benefit Agreements) that:

o Require continuation of benefits regardless of ownership change,

o Provide for staged contributions (including during construction),

o Allocate a portion of benefits to roads, waste, and services.

Summary Table

| Issue ( Impact | Cost Risk to Council |

No mandated

N Abandoned infrastructure High (demolition, clean-up)
decommissioning
Inadequate rating power Mlssed revenue from large-scale High (loss of sustainable
infrastructure revenue)
Voluntary benefit guidelines ||Negotiation burden on small LGs (I;/IoescigJ)m-ngh (time, legal
No infrastructure offset ||Road/waste/emergency service strain ||High
No regional coordination Planning uncertainty, community Medium

pressure

Shire of Dundas is requesting that the GVROC consider addressing the critical risks and costs for
remote and regional Local Governments in relation to WALGA'’s Draft Guide on Community Benefits
for Renewable Energy Projects.

The GVROC CEOs Group considered and supported the Shire of Dundas response to the guidelines
and WALGA'’s submission and recommended that this be placed on the GVROC Agenda seeking the
GVROC’s endorsement of the Shire of Dundas response and submission of it as a regional resp onse

to PoweringWA.
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Consultation: GVROC CEO Group
Financial Implications: TBC
Strategic Implications: Improved Governance and Accountability

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC:

1. endorse the Shire of Dundas comments and recommendations for LGAs regarding addressing
the critical risks and costs forremote and regional Local Governments in relation to the State
Government’s Draft Guide on Community Benefits for Renewable Energy Projects and
WALGA'’s draft LGA sector submission; and

2. request the GVROC Executive Officer to utilise the Shire of Dundas response to form the basis
of a GVROC submission to the State Government on the proposals in the Community Benefits
Guideline Consultation Paper by the due date of 18 August 2025.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie

Carried
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10.3 Proposed reforms to further modernise WA's local planning system

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Minister Media Statement - Proposed reforms to further modernise

WA's local planning system

Background:

On the 7 July 2025 the Minister for Planning and Lands: Housing and Works; Health Infrastructure, Hon
John Carey announced that the Cook Government is setto deliver further reforms to streamline Western
Australia's planning system with consultation now open on the Planning and Development Amendment
Regulations (Review of Planning Instruments) 2025 (see link to Minister media statement).

The Planning and Development Regulations Amendment (Review of Planning Instruments) Regulations
2025 (Amendment Regulations) supports a number of changes to the Planning and Development Act
2005 (the Act) via the Planning and Development Amendment Act 2023 (Amendment Act).

The Amendment Regulations (Part 2-Part 6) propose various changes to the following sets of
regulations to facilitate the review of State and local planning instruments to ensure they are
contemporary and fit for purpose:

Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 (LPS Regulations)
Planning and Development (Planning Codes) Regulations 2024 (PC Regulations)

Planning and Development (Region Planning Schemes) Regulations 2023 (RPS Regulations)
Planning and Development Regulations 2009 (PD Regulations)

Planning and Development (State Planning Policies) Regulations 2024 (SPP Regulations)

While all feedback is welcomed, comment is sought specifically on Part 2 of the Amendment
Regulations, which seeks to amend the LPS Regulations to:

o facilitate the 10 yearly review of local planning instruments.

e introduce new provisions relating to the manner and form, purpose, duration, review, and
extension of local planning policies.

e change existing provisions relating to the revocation of local development plans.

Feedback is also invited on the following draft chapters of the WA Planning Manual that support the 10
yearly review of local planning instruments (local planning schemes and strategies), the preparation and
review of local planning policies:

e WA Planning Manual — draft Local Planning Schemes chapter. Released for consultation.

e WA Planning Manual — draft Local Planning Policy chapter. The draft local planning policy
chapter was previously consulted on from 14 October to 6 December 2024 and has been
updated in response to submissions received (where considered appropriate) and to ensure
consistency with changes proposed by the Amendment Regulations.

Officers Comments:

The State Government advises that these Amendment Regulations will initiate clearer guidance for the
review of State planning instruments such as State Planning Policies, Region Schemes and Planning
Codes to ensure they remain contemporary and responsive to evolving community needs.

Further guidance for the review of local planning instruments is also captured, as well as key
improvements to local planning policies, such as clarifying its purpose, introducing manner and form
requirements, and the requirement for five-yearly reviews to maintain modern planning frameworks and
removing any unnecessary red tape at the local level.

Comment is also invited on new chapters drafted for the WA Planning Manual, which provide further
guidance on the preparation, implementation and review of local planning schemes and policies.


https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Proposed-reforms-to-further-modernise-WA's-local-planning-system---20250707
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Proposed-reforms-to-further-modernise-WA's-local-planning-system---20250707
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To make submissions, visit Amendment Regulations for the Review of Planning Instruments and
Supporting Draft Chapters of the WA Planning Manual | Have Your Say, WA!.

Also contained within the link above is access to the key documents as follows:

e Information Sheet - Amendment Regulations

Information Sheet - Chapters of WA Planning Manual

Part 9A Feedback Form

Planning and Development Regs Amendment (Reviews of Planning Instruments)
Draft - WA Planning Manual Local Planning Schemes

PLACEHOLDER Draft - WA Planning Manual - Local Planning Policies

Consultation will close 3 October 2025.

Does the GVROC want to comment or provide a whole of region feedback to these proposed reforms
to the WA Local Planning system or does it request that LGAs individually submit their own feedback?

Consultation: GVROC Chair
Financial Implications: TBC
Strategic Implications: Improved Governance and Accountability

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC:

1. notes that consultation is now open on the Planning and Development Amendment Regulations
(Review of Planning Instruments) 2025 with feedback closing on 3 October 2025.

2. Supports awhole of region submission to the proposed reforms to the WA Local Planning system.

3. Request each GVROC LGA to review the proposed changes and provide feedback directly if
necessary, and if supported in Recommendation 2 above, provide feedback to the GVROC
Executive Officer by 12 September 2025 so a GVROC combined region submissions can be
made before the due date of 3 October 2025.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna

Carried


https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/review-planning-instruments
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/review-planning-instruments
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/309977
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/309978
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/309979
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/309980
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/309981
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/100033/widgets/460283/documents/310527
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10.4 Crown land, subject of a miscellaneous licence and is occupied, has
been deemed rateable land for Local Governments

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Western Australian Supreme Court Citation delivered 8 July 2025 for

Shire of Mounty Magnet v Atlantic Vanadium Pty Ltd (Attachment 16)
Media Releases | WALGA

Background:

At the GVROC meeting on 31 May 2024 a presentation was made by the CEO of the Shire of Mt Magnet
seeking support forits Supreme Court action against Atlantic Vanadium Pty Ltd, which was a result of
a State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) ruling advising that Local Governments could not raise rates on a
Miscellaneous Licenses. The Shire of Mt Magnet had issued rates through this process to Atlantic
Vanadium Pty Ltd, who had appealed through the SAT claiming that they should be exempted under
the current rules.

The SAT ruled in the matter of the Shire of Mount Magnet v Atlantic Vanadium Pty Ltd that Local
Government rates may notbe levied on land subject to a miscellaneous licence granted under the Mining
Act 1978, irrespective of the nature of the occupation of that land by the tenement holder.

The GVROC at its following subsequent meeting on 26 July 2024 resolved the following:

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the Shire of Mount Magnet in its pursuit of their ability to rate Miscellaneous Mining Leases
through the Supreme Court appeal of the SAT decision in relation to the matter of Atlantic
Vanadium Pty Ltd vs Shire of Mount Magnet.

2. Request each GVROC LGA to consider their support and provision of financial support to the
Shire of Mount Magnet to meet the legal costs of taking the appeal to the Supreme Court on an
individual basis with their Councils and revert to the Shire of Mount Magnet directly with their
decision.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried

Officers Comments:

On the 8 July 2025 a decision was handed down by Justice Marcus Solomon of the Supreme Court of
Western Australia that under the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) s6.26(2) Crown land, if the land is
subject of a miscellaneous licence and is occupied, that it has been deemed rateable land forLocal
Governments (see Attachment 16).

Under the Local Government Act 1995, all land in Western Australia is rateable for the purpose of
funding Local Government operations, unless an exemption applies.

Exemptions are broadly forthe rating of charitable, benevolent, religious and public or civic purpose
land use. An additional exemption is applied on small prospecting leases under 10ha and unoccupied
miscellaneous licences.

In his decision this week, Justice Marcus Solomon outlined he had taken a different view to the SAT and
determined that Crown land, subject of a miscellaneous licence, was rateable for Local Governments.
While the attached transcript of the decision can be dense in places, paragraphs 27, 28, 30, 31, 85 and
the conclusion in 87, 88 and 89 provide the context for the decision.


https://walga.asn.au/media-and-resources/media-releases/supreme-court-decision-supports-critical-role-of-local-government
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While the GVROC did not collectively support the Shire of Mt Magnet in this process, some of the LGAs
did provide direct support and welcome this decision as it shows the importance of local governments
being able to raise rates from mining activities to support local communities, just as homeowners and
other businesses do.

The CEO of Mt Magnet, Tralee Cable, has stated that “this is a great win for the rights of Local
Government to levy rates on the most significant infrastructure developments that have occurred in the
regions in the last 30 years, and goes some way to addressing the imbalance of distribution of profits
from “found wealth”, placing some directly where it belongs”.

WALGA, has also welcomed and supported this Supreme Court decision, see attached media release
link above.

This decision will have a significant impact for the GVROC LGAs given the region contains a significant
portion of the State’s overall occupied Miscellaneous Mining Leases and it now allows each LGA in the
region to consider how it could substantially raise rates on these Miscellaneous Mining Leases.

Consultation: GVROC Chair
Shire of Dundas CEO
Financial Implications: Increased Rates base
Strategic Implications: Improved Governance and Accountability

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC:

1. notes and welcomes the Supreme Court of Western Australia decision in the case of Shire of
Mount Magnetv Atlantic Vanadium Pty Ltd, that under s6.26(2) of the Local Government Act
1995 (WA), that if Crown land, subject of a miscellaneous licence and is occupied, this has
been deemed rateable land for Local Governments.

2. request GVROC LGA Councils to individually note and consider this decision when looking at
raising revenue towards local government operations as part of their issuing of rates.

3. request the GVROC Executive Officer to write a letter from the Chair to the Shire of Mt Magnet
congratulating them on the result of this court decision and the outcome for local governments.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried
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10.5 Local Government Council Amalgamations

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Nil

Background:

In 2015 the Barnett Liberal WA government attempted to introduce local government amalgamations
which failed when ratepayers in Perth suburbs voted against merging and councils failed to reach
agreements.

In 2020 as part of the McGowan Labor WA Government undertaking the Local Government Act 1995
review, there was again calls made for local governments in Western Australia to amalgamate to be
more sustainable post-COVID-19. The review of the Act recommended introducing new provisions to
make it easier for local governments to cooperate more or merge. Then Local Government Minister,
David Templeman, said the Government will consider the recommendations but it will not force
amalgamations like the previous government attempted to do ( see Local Government Act review
renews push for council amalgamations amid COVID-19 fallout - ABC News).

Now in 2025, with local government elections approaching and controversies engulfing the Nedlands,
Coolgardie and Port Hedland councils, issues with the state's third tier of government have been in the
spotlight again with questions being raised about potential council amalgamations.

In the case of the GVROC's, Shire of Coolgardie, the now Local Government Minister, Hannah Beazley
MLA, has met with the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder with Kalgoorlie MLA Ali
Kent, to discuss the potential merger of the Shire of Coolgardie into the City. In these discussions the
term amalgamation has not been used rather than “boundary adjustments”.

Minister Beazley has stated that the Cook WA Labor government wanted councils to work out potential
mergers themselves.

It is a position echoed by WA Local Government Association (WALGA) president Karen Chappel who
has stated "WALGA's position is that any structural reform of local government, including
amalgamations, should only be undertaken on a voluntary basis, consistent with the state government's
policy". "Any forced amalgamation or boundary change is not necessarily an effective way to address
individual challenges faced by local governments."

WA has 139 local governments, more than New South Wales (128) and Queensland (77), despite their
larger populations.

Officer Comments:

Given the recent spotlight on some of the issues being faced by Local Councils, including the Shire of
Coolgardie, and the upcoming Local Government elections, it is timely forthe GVROC to consider its
position on any structural reform of local government, including amalgamations and the impact that this
may have for the GVROC and the regions LGAs.

Also given Minister Beazley’s request for the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder and the Shire of Coolgardie to
consider boundary adjustments as a form of merger arrangement, does the GVROC have a position on
this and does it want to raise this with WALGA fordiscussionat State Council?, taking into consideration
the WALGA President’s comment above that WALGA only supports voluntary amalgamations and does
not agree that any forced amalgamation or boundary change is necessarily an effective way to address
individual challenges faced by local governments.

As an example of the impacts of forced amalgamation, in 2008, the Shire of Douglas in Far North
Queensland was forced by the then Queensland government to amalgamate with Caims City Council,
as part of a statewide reorganisation that substantially reduced the number of councils in the state.


https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-10/barnett-on-council-amalgamation/6082536
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-10/barnett-on-council-amalgamation/6082536
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-08/push-renewed-to-amalgamate-west-australian-local-governments/12535886
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-08/push-renewed-to-amalgamate-west-australian-local-governments/12535886
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The merger was widely unpopular with Douglas residents, who eventually voted to split from Cairns
Regional Council in 2013. Former Douglas Mayor Julia Leu said the community's interests were often
overlooked in the amalgamated Cairns Regional Council. "Rates went through the roof and services
went down," Ms Leu said. She said any merger in the Southwest had to acknowledge the interests of
the outlying towns. "[Mr Miguel] has to ensure the local characteristics of those other communities are
respected in terms of any newly amalgamated council," Ms Leu said. "And if the other shires oppose
amalgamation, they just need to fight it."

On the other hand, former Bunbury mayor and former local government minister, John Castrilli, who
oversaw the 2015 attempted forced council mergers by then-premier Colin Barnett said while believing
any amalgamation would eventually be led by the state government, he said councils should look at
opportunities to unite and benefit through share resources. Mr Castrilli said previous studies he had
facilitated between Subiaco and Nedlands councils in Perth showed amalgamation could lead to a
reduction in rates. "That was just an administration [efficiency] that could save up to $4 million a year.
Savings of a couple of hundred bucks a year to each individual household," he said.

So, there are potential benefits but also impacts depending on each local government’s circumstances,
although there seems to be more impact forsmaller regional remote councils being led to amalgamation

with larger councils.

As the GVROC Executive Officer | have had a discussion with the Shire of Coolgardie President and
GVROC Chair, who has requested that this item be put to the GVROC for consideration.

Based on that, it is recommended that the GVROC consider support for the following:

1. GVROC support that any structural reform of local government, including amalgamations,
should only be undertaken on a voluntary basis, consistent with the current state government's
policy and the Local Government Act and Regulations.

2. GVROC write to WALGA to request in writing for WALGA to reaffirm its position on Local
Government Council amalgamations and request WALGA'’s assistance in any discussions
between the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder around Minister Beazley’'s
directive on the proposed boundary adjustments.

3. GVROC provide its support to assist the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
as they consider the Minister's request to discuss a potential merger and boundary adjustment.

Consultation: GVROC Chair

Financial Implications: A reduction in GVROC LGAs through amalgamation will impact the
GVROC Budget with income from annual subscriptions reduced. To
cover this reduced income subscriptions would need to be increased
on the remaining LGAs if the same level of services is to be delivered
and met.

Strategic Implications: Smaller LGAs residents may not receive the same level of service or
interest from larger based LGAs, impacting community benefits.
Potential cost savings from shared resources.
Impact on the ongoing viability of the GVROC operations.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the recent attention about potential Local Government council amalgamations, including
current discussions be held between the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
at the request of the Minister for Local Government.

2. Support that any structural reform of local government, including amalgamations, should only
be undertaken on a voluntary basis, consistent with the current state government's policy and
the Local Government Act and Regulations.

3. Request the GVROC Executive Officer to write to the WALGA President and CEO to request in
writing for WALGA to reaffirm its position on Local Government Council amalgamations and
request WALGA'’s assistance in any discussions between the Shire of Coolgardie and the City
of Kalgoorlie Boulder around Minister Beazley’s directive on the proposed boundary
adjustments.
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4. Provide its support to assist the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie Boulder as they
consider the Minister's request to discuss a potential merger and boundary adjustment.

MOTION PROPOSED:
Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder raised a motion for consideration of an alternative
recommendation to that proposed in the agenda as follows:

That the GVROC:

1. Notes that two of its members, Shire of Coolgardie and City of Kalgoorlie Boulder, have been
engaged in discussionon a Boundary Adjustment with and at the request of the Minister for
Local Government.

2. Supports both members engaging with the Local Government Minister noting a process is
underway and continuing.

3. Support a hybrid model where voluntary amalgamations are encouraged, but state-led
structural reform is notruled out when justified by financial, social, or governance imperatives in
consultation with affected local governments.

4. Engage WALGA and the State Government to develop clear criteria for when state-led
structural reform is appropriate, ensuring transparency and community consultation.

5. Support the Minister’s engagement with the Shire of Coolgardie and the City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder, not only as a local issue but as a potential model forbroader regional local government
reform.

FURTHER MOTION PROPOSED:

Cr Patrick Hill — Shire of Laverton put forward the motion to lay the item on the table until more detail is
available and the discussions are finalised between the Shire of Coolgardie and City of Kalgoorlie
Boulder with the Minister for Local Government.

MOTION RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill — Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Cr Peter Grundy — Shire of Wiluna

After discussion from the GVROC it was resolved that the Motion proposed by Cr Patrick Hill to lay the
item on the table be carried.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Grundy — Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried
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10.6 Potential GVROC supported Motions for the WALGA 2025 AGM

Reporting Officer: Peter Fitchat, CEO Shire of Dundas

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: June 2025

Attachments: }l/\_/,?LGA Guideline forthe submission of Member Motions (Attachment

WALGA Proposed Motion - Emergency Infrastructure and Freight
Route Support (Attachment 18)

Background:
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA)
will be held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on Tuesday, 23 September 2025 at 2:15pm.

Member Local Governments are invited to submit motions forinclusion in the agenda for consideration
at the AGM. Motions should be submitted by the Chief Executive Officer of the Member Local
Government to the Chief Executive Officer  of WALGA via email at
associationgovernance@walga.asn.au. Member motions must be submitted prior to 5:00pm on Friday,
8 August 2025.

Please refer to the Guideline for the submission of Member Motions for detailed information on the
submission of motions (Attachment 17).

Officers Comments:

The Shire of Dundas is proposing a number of new motions forthe WALGA AGM 2025. It submitted
these ideas to the GVROC CEOs at their meeting on 4 July 2025 for consideration to submit them to
the GVROC at its next meeting for consideration and support. The GVROC CEOs supported the
following motions to be presented to the GVROC foran overarching regional support of the Shire of
Dundas motion to be included in their WALGA submissions.

The Potential New Motions for the 2025 WALGA AGM

1. Emergency Infrastructure and Freight Route Support
Request to establish dedicated infrastructure resilience funds for isolated freight routes and
emergency service hubs in regional areas (see Attachment 18).

2. Digital ID and Consumer Carbon Tracking Concerns
Advocate for local government input into digital ID frameworks and demand safeguards on
data use related to carbon consumption profiling.

3. Support for Indigenous Land Use Negotiations and Native Title Engagement
Propose the creation of a Native Title Engagement Toolkit and push for state support in
funding Indigenous Land Use Agreement facilitation and long-term partnership frameworks.

4. Streamlining of Planning Scheme Amendments in Regional Towns
Advocate for a regional fast-track pathway for minor or shire-led scheme amendments that
unlock housing or commercial growth, and argue to keep Elected Members as part of the
decision-making regarding what their communities look like into the future.

5. Recycling, Waste-to-Energy, and Carbon Capture Incentives
Push for state and federal incentives, carbon credits, or grants supporting regional waste-to-
energy and carbon capture pilot projects.

Consultation: GVROC CEOs Group
Financial Implications: TBC

Strategic Implications: Improved Governance and Accountability


mailto:associationgovernance@walga.asn.au

GVROC Council Meeting 25 July 2025 - Minutes - Page 35 -

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Support the Emergency Infrastructure and Freight Route Support motion as per the provided
attached details and recommendations form the Shire of Dundas.

2. Support in principle, subject to further details being provided by the Shire of Dundas, the
concepts of the following motions:
a. Digital ID and Consumer Carbon Tracking Concerns
b. Support for Indigenous Land Use Negotiations and Native Title Engagement
c. Streamlining of Planning Scheme Amendments in Regional Towns
d. Recycling, Waste-to-Energy, and Carbon Capture Incentives

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Grundy — Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting, Shire of Coolgardie

Carried
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10.7 Equitable Funding and Responsibility for Railway Crossings in
Regional Western Australia — Member Motion Submission to WALGA
AGM 2025 - Update

Reporting Officer: Peter Fitchat, CEO Shire of Dundas

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Letter from WALGA CEO to Shire of Dundas re Rail Interface

Agreement (Attachment 19)
Arc Infrastructure Interface Agreement 2025 — WALGA changes report
(Attachment 20)

Background:

At the GVROC meeting on 30 May 2025 the GVROC resolved the following regarding a proposed
member motion to the WALGA AGM about equitable funding and responsibility for railway crossings in
regional Western Australia:

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC supports the Shire of Dundas WALGA AGM 2025 motion submission regarding
Equitable Funding and Responsibility for Railway Crossings in Regional Western Australia and
requests that it also include lights to be placed on all train carriages and trains being used on
these rail systems.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried
Officers Comments:
Since then, the Shire of Dundas CEO, Peter Fitchat, has received from the WALGA CEO, Nick Sloan,
a letter (see Attachment 19) with advice regarding the work it has done in relation to the original rail
infrastructure agreement with then Brookfield Rail and the new Arc Infrastructure Interfface Agreement
2025 on behalf of the Local Government Sector.

WALGA have advised that it had supported the Local Government sector in negotiating the initial
Agreement with then Brookfield Rail and have undertaken a similar role in negotiating the 2025 update
to the Agreement. Whilst much of the Agreement remains the same, WALGA has responded to concerns
from Local Governments and strongly advocated for some elements of the Agreement to change. The
attached WALGA report (Attachment 20) outlines these changes in detail.

WALGA also advise that Arc Infrastructure will shortly send relevant LGAs a copy of the proposed
Agreement with a request for each of the LGAs to sign.

Consultation: GVROC Chair
WALGA
Shire of Dundas
Financial Implications: TBD for affected LGAs
Strategic Implications: Liveability, social and community wellbeing.
RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC:
1. note the update and attached WALGA letter and report sent to the Shire of Dundas CEO,
regarding their proposed WALGA AGM motion calling for equitable funding and responsibility
for railway crossings in regional Western Australia.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried
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10.8 GVROC Shared Regional Event Equipment Pool - Update

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: GVROC Shared Community Potable Event Equipment Replacement

Project Proposal (Attachment 21)

GVROC Shared Community Potable Event Equipment - Executed
Auspicing Agreement between GVROC and City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
(Attachment 22)

Background:

Back in 2012, the GVROC through funding received by each GVROC LGA under the then Country Local
Government Fund, entered a joint agreement to acquire event equipment (crowd control barriers and
fences, BBQ Trailer and ablution facilities (16 pan toilet blo ck)) that could be hired by community groups
and also used by LGAs in the GVROC when holding regional events. The City of Kalgoorlie took on the
responsibility of storing and managing the hiring of these assets on behalf of the GVROC.

The City of Kalgoorlie Boulder (CoKB) have advised that the current ablution block asset is now at the
end of life and the GVROC has been working with the City to look at replacement of the asset.

At the GVROC meeting held on 31 January 2025 the GVROC resolved the following:

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:
1. Notes the quotations received by the COKB for a new replacement 16 pan Toilet Facilities
costed at $91,700 exc GST and a new 6-cubicle unisex shower block costed at approx. $83,000
exc GST.

2. Request the GVROC Executive Officerand COKB investigate possible grant funding towards
purchasing these new facilities and the costs for a disabled toilet trailer.

3. Subject to the advice being received regarding possible grant funding options, will make a
decision on whether to proceed with a funding allocation towards this within its current budget.

4. If a replacement is sourced, the GVROC Executive Officer to work with the City of Kalgoorlie
Boulder to arrange the sale of the existing toilet block, with any surplus funds returned back to
the GVROC, less selling costs involved.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
Seconded: Cr Paul Warner, Shire of Menzies

Carried
Officer Comment:
The GVROC Executive Officer in consultation with the CoKB has now developed and submitted an
application to Lotterywest on 25 June 2025 based on the attached project proposal for the GVROC
Shared Community Potable Event Equipment Replacement (Attachment 19).

After the discussions with Lotterywest it was proposed that the best chance of success forthe grant
application would be for the grant request amount to be for the new equipment (6-cubicle unisex shower
block and a universally accessible mobile toilet) totalling $104,000 and not the replacement of the
existing16 pan Toilet Facilities costed at $92,000, which the GVROC could fund as its contribution to
the overall replacement project.

Also, as part of the Lotterywest Grant process, there was a requirement for the CoKB and the GVROC
to enter into a Auspicing Agreement outlining the responsibilities of both parties and transfer of funds
should we be successfulin receiving the Lotterywest grant. A copy of the Auspicing Agreement is at
Attachment 20 for noting and information.

Lotterywest has advised that assessment of the grant application can take up to 4 months.
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On the 4 July 2025, Lotterywest also advised that they have received a high number of enquiries for
grants for its arts and cultural infrastructure program. As a result, Lotterywest will be refining the
application process to ensure grants are distributed in the most effective way possible. Lotterywest
advised they will be in touch regarding these next steps in August 2025.

Consultation: GVROC Chair
CoKB
Financial Implications: up to $100,000 contribution
Strategic Implications: Liveability, social and community wellbeing.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:
1. Notes the GVROC Shared Community Potable Event Equipment Replacement Project Proposal
and the Executed Auspicing Agreement between GVROC and City of Kalgoorlie Boulder that
form the basis of the grant application submitted to Lotterywest on 25 June 2025 for

consideration of funding.

2. Notes that Lotterywest is in the process of refining its application process for the grant program
that the GVROC has applied forand the GVROC Executive Officer will work with CoKB and
Lotterywest on this once the next steps are advised during August 2025.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried
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10.9 GVROC Housing and Land Update

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Nil

Background:

In March 2023, the GVROC finalised a GVROC LGA Housing and Land Audit and Action Plan. This
followed a GVROC Housing Strategy which was completed in April 2022.

Since then, the GVROC has continued to advocate and support progress towards housing and land
opportunities in the region.

Officer Comment:
Since the last GVROC meeting on 30 May 2025 the following related regional housing announcements
have been made by the State Government through the Minister for Housing and Works:

Boost to housing affordability with election commitments delivered

R-Codes review to cut red tape for housing delivery

New laws to boost WA housing affordability pass Parliament

$101 million to unlock new housing and land supply throughout WA

Budget delivers $104 million boost to double GROH construction program

Budget to help ensure every Western Australian has a home

Housing supply further boosted through incentive extension

Joint media statement - Labor delivering more social housing for Western Australians
Construction underway on more social housing in Dalyellup

Pilbara housing and infrastructure a key focus of 2025-26 State Budget

Million dollar residential and industrial land boost in key agricultural town

Eight more Falcon social housing apartments thanks to $3.4m grant

Green light to boost social and affordable housing in Busselton

Twelve more social homes for seniors in Shark Bay

$4.98 million grant delivers 12 more homes for seniors in Brunswick Junction

$3.15 million project to deliver six more Aboriginal Employee Housing homes in Kununurra
Additional lots released at sustainable Waranyjarri Estate in Broome

As it can be seen from some of these projects in other regions, opportunities are available to progress
housing initiatives with assistance from the State Government in the Goldfields Esperance region if we
have projects with detailed business cases ready to go that can be submitted to the Minister for Housing
and Works for consideration.

The success of other regional areas in securing state or federal government funding towards housing
was discussed at the GVROC CEOs meeting on 4 July 2025.

It was agreed by the GVROC CEOs that given the lack of funding, focus or attention to the housing
issues in the region, including many social/public houses still being boarded up and not repaired by the
Department of Communities, that it may be time to look at a new concerted media campaign to put
pressure on the governments to have more equitable allocation of housing funding across the regions.
As can been seen by the State Budget announcements and media coverage plus the opposition leader
highlighting the Pilbara housing issues this is now a key focus of the State Government. Yet the
Goldfields Esperance region has the same issues as the Pilbara and many other regional towns
receiving funding for housing projects, but it does not seem to be getting any fo cus within Government.

Based on the GVROC CEO discussion is the GVROC willing to look at a coordinated approach to a new
concerted campaign requesting more state and federal government housing funding being spent in the
Goldfields Esperance Region?

Consultation: GVROC Chair
GVROC CEOs Group


https://www.gvroc.com/_files/ugd/13930a_5ce7293bbfa049c5ab542434a4482dd3.pdf
https://www.gvroc.com/_files/ugd/13930a_63392261ef5845fc93b332e3fe096c34.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Boost-to-housing-affordability-with-election-commitments-delivered-20250616
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/R-Codes-review-to-cut-red-tape-for-housing-delivery-20250618
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/New-laws-to-boost-WA-housing-affordability-pass-Parliament-20250618
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/$101-million-to-unlock-new-housing-and-land-supply-throughout-WA-20250618
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivers-$104-million-boost-to-double-GROH-construction-program-20250619
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-to-help-ensure-every-Western-Australian-has-a-home-20250619
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Housing-supply-further-boosted-through-incentive-extension-20250701
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Joint-media-statement---Labor-delivering-more-social-housing-for-Western-Australians-20250702
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Construction-underway-on-more-social-housing-in-Dalyellup-20250630
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Pilbara-housing-and-infrastructure-a-key-focus-of-2025-26-State-Budget-20250623
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Million-dollar-residential-and-industrial-land-boost-in-key-agricultural-town-20250611
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Eight-more-Falcon-social-housing-apartments-thanks-to-$3.4m-grant-20250610
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Green-light-to-boost-social-and-affordable-housing-in-Busselton-20250606
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Twelve-more-social-homes-for-seniors-in-Shark-Bay-20250605
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/$4.98-million-grant-delivers-12-more-homes-for-seniors-in-Brunswick-Junction-20250603
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/$3.15-million-project-to-deliver-six-more-Aboriginal-Employee-Housing-homes-in-Kununurra-20250530
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Additional-lots-released-at-sustainable-Waranyjarri-Estate-in-Broome-20250708
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Financial Implications: TBD
Strategic Implications: Improved Liveability, social and community wellbeing.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC:

1. Note the update from the GVROC Executive Officer on Housing and Land for the region.
Support a coordinated approach to a new concerted campaign requesting more state and
federal government housing funding being spent in the Goldfields Esperance Region.

3. Continue to engage and work with the Goldfields Esperance Development Commission on
developing and promoting housing projects in the region to State and Federal Governments.

4. Request the GVROC Executive Officer write a letter forthe Chair to the Minister for Housing
and Works and Minister for Goldfields Esperance requesting an update from the Department of
Housing and Works on current GROH and social housing stock in the region.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Peter Grundy, Shire of Wiluna
Seconded: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton

Carried
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10.10 State Government Budget 2025/26 Summary for Goldfields Esperance

Reporting Officers: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Date: July 2025
Attachments: https://www.ourstatebudget.wa.gov.au

State Budget 2024-25 | WALGA

In Brief:
e 2025-26 State Budget delivers on Cook Labor Government's vision for regional WA and
Goldfields Esperance
More than $10 billion invested in the regions
Significant investments in health, community safety, education and housing
More than $4 billion delivered through Royalties for Regions Program
Ensuring people living in regional Western Australia have access to the infrastructure and
services they need.

Background:
On 19 June 2025 the State Government released its Budget for 2025/26. A summary of the budget as
it relates to the Goldfields Esperance region is as follows:

Western Australians in Goldfields-Esperance will benefit from the Cook Government's $121 million
investment in regional health and mental health infrastructure and services. This includes:

e  $12.2 million to implement a Virtual Infant, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service Hub,
which will provide virtual mental health treatment and support services for children and their
families;

e $9.9 million to improve mental health service access in the Goldfields through the Step
Up/Step Down program;

e $9.8 million to acquit current commitments related to temporary nurse and midwife attraction
and retention incentives;

e $8.2 million to establish GP ASK to connect WA GPs to dedicated and experienced specialists
without the need for patients to travel to a hospital; and

e $1 million for the Kalgoorlie Health Campus master planning.

The 2025-26 State Budget delivers cost-of-living support for people in Goldfields-Esperance with
rebates and concessions for people across regional WA, including:

e $3.5 billion over the next four years to keep regional water and power prices in line with
metropolitan prices;

e $337 million towards the WA Residential Battery Scheme, providing Synergy customers with
up to $5,000 and Horizon Power customers with up to $7,500 towards the cost of a household
battery, combined with the Commonwealth scheme, plus households with incomes of less
than $210,000 per annum can access no-interest loans of up to $10,000;

e $152 million to cap public transport fares at the cost of a one-zone ticket including Kalgoorlie,
Coolgardie and Kambalda bus services;

e $28 million to expand the School Breakfast Program to provide free breakfasts five days a
week at more than 650 schools, including in the Goldfields-Esperance region;

e $25.7 million to deliver a further $100 increase to the Regional Pensioner Travel Card,
bringing the total card value to $775 per year;

e $18.2 million to halve Transwa fares including for the Prospector train and bus services
connecting towns in regional WA, including across the Goldfields-Esperance region;

e $18.5 million to increase the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme fuel subsidy from 26¢ per
kilometre to 40c per kilometre;

e $16.2 million ($21.2 million to 2029-30) to expand the School Breakfast Program at socially
disadvantaged regional schools;

e $8 million for the Country Week Assistance Program, reducing travel and accommodation
costs for families; and

e $250 for every secondary student and $150 for every primary and kindergarten student,
through the second round of the Western Australian Student Assistance Payment.


https://www.ourstatebudget.wa.gov.au/
https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/state-and-federal-budgets/state-budget-2025-26
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Over the next four years, $219.7 million will be invested in regional primary and secondary school
infrastructure and programs, as well as a range of measures to support families across Western
Australia, including for early childhood education and outside of school hours care. Key initiatives

include:

e  $43.3 million towards the first tranche of the Cool the Schools program that will deliver air
conditioning upgrades to schools across the State including:
o $1 million to upgrade air conditioning at Leonora District High School; and
o $800,000 to upgrade air conditioning at Kalgoorlie Primary School.
e $42 million towards the first tranche of minor works for schools across the State including:
o $1.8 million to upgrade the oval at Kambalda West District High School; and
o $850,000 to deliver pre-primary building upgrades and nature playground at
Norseman District High School.
e $30.3 million for the School of Isolated and Distance Education to support more students
learning in regional Western Australia;
e  $29 million to trial nation-leading free full-time, school-based kindy, which includes $2.3 million
for minor infrastructure upgrades to five regional pilot sites;
e 15 million to boost before and after school care in schools;
e $10 million for additional transportable classrooms in regional schools;
e $8.6 million to facilitate a range of infrastructure works in the regions as part of the New
Schools and Maintenance Vision commitment; and
e more than $4 million as part of the Government's small commitments to support minor works
and non-infrastructure projects at more than 70 public and non-government schools.

About $277 million per annum will be invested to deliver Vocational Education and Training, career
and employment advice, and TAFE support services across regional Western Australia, with further
asset investment of $65 million towards regional TAFE projects. This includes:

e $11.6 million for another round of the TAFE Modern Equipment program to enhance facilities
and infrastructure assets in the regions;

e $8.6 million to deliver fee-free TAFE - housing and construction courses, upskilling the local
workforce to build regional houses; and

e $2.4 million for the Adult Apprentice Incentive Scheme to cover the wage gap for employers
engaging apprentices aged 21 years and over.

The Cook Government's budget will deliver a $1.4 billion investment to support housing and
homelessness measures. Key regional housing initiatives include:

e $103.8 million in funding to deliver more Government Regional Officer Housing homes for
essential government workers in the regions;

e $25 million for the Regional Housing Support Fund that will provide grants of up to $5 million
to support new housing and land supply across regional WA, assisting with a wide range of
costs, with local government projects and regional subdivisions eligible $20 million towards the
Pringle Village Stage 2 - Seniors Independent Living in Kalgoorlie; and

e $13.7 million for regional staff accommodation costs to attract and retain staff in regional
areas.

Regional roads and transport infrastructure continue to be upgraded, with investments in key projects
and programs across the regions including:

e $250 million over five years to expand the Regional Road Safety Program to local government
roads across the State, which will deliver road safety treatments including the sealing of road
shoulders and the installation of audible lines, making more regional roads safer;

e $8.5 million towards stage one of the signalised pedestrian crossings program, including on
Maritana Street, between Dugan Street and Piccadilly Street, to cater for students at
Kalgoorlie Primary School and St Mary's Primary School;

e 8.3 million to progress planning and negotiations to bring the freight rail network back into
government hands;

e $7.7 million to upgrade Bayley Street in Coolgardie; and

e $700,000 to install signalised crossings.
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The 2025-26 Budget will continue to build safe and strong regional communities with key
commitments, such as:

e more than $480 million per annum for services provided by the Western Australia Police
Force's regional districts, including 123 police stations and around 1,900 police officers and
staff;

e  $390 million per annum on court and tribunal administration in the regions, community
corrections, and the operation of the State's eight regional prisons (and workcamps);

e $20 million to expand the Aboriginal Ranger Program;

e $14.3 million to redevelop a Western Australia Police Academy accommodation block, which
will be used to provide free accommodation to regional recruits to encourage people living in
regional areas to become police officers;

e  $8.9 million funding boost to the Exploration Incentive Scheme to encourage mining
exploration and support jobs in regional WA;

e $6.7 million for the Grain Harvest Program and aerial fire response capability including the

establishment of two strike teams;

$2.5 million for Kalgoorlie LED streetlighting;

$3.5 million for expansion of the Community Emergency Services Manager program;

$3.1 million towards a new State Bushfire Mitigation Branch, including 12 additional staff;

$3 million to continue an uplift in baseline funding to financial counselling services across the

State, including the Goldfields Financial Counselling Service and Escare's Esperance

Financial Counselling Service; and

e $2 million, funded by the Commonwealth Government, to establish a Western Australian
Telecommunications Resilience Pilot Program in the Wheatbelt and Western Goldfields.

Securing the Goldfields-Esperance water future is a priority for the Cook Government, with substantial
investments in the Budget, including:

e $543.3 million to the Goldfields and Agricultural Water Supply Scheme upgrade; and
e $5 million for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Water Bank Project.

The Cook Government is focused on diversifying regional economies, deliver more jobs and power
WA. This includes investments of:

e $13.5 million to undertake network connection works required for a new 50 per cent renewable
power generation station in Leonora;

e $5 million towards the Group Training Organisation Wage Subsidy Program; and

e $2.5 million to expand and fit out the Kalgoorlie Driver and Vehicle Services centre.

A commitment of $33.3 million to support family and domestic violence victim-survivors has been
included in the Budget, including:

e $11.5 million to deliver the Safe at Home program to seven additional locations, including
several in regional Western Australia.

The Cook Government's budget will also support local industry, sport and recreation across
Goldfields-Esperance. Some of the projects and initiatives include:

e  $93 million towards the first tranche of sport and recreation infrastructure upgrades across the
State including:

o $2.6 million towards lighting upgrades at Kalgoorlie sporting facilities including Oasis
Playing Field 2, Digger Daws Oval and Sir Richard Moore Oval; and

o $300,000 towards the reconstruction of the old greens of the Coolgardie RSL with
artificial turf.

e $25.2 million to establish a Regional Racing Fund for key infrastructure upgrades at up to 24
racing, hamess, turf and trotting clubs, including $2.1 million for Esperance Bay Turf Club and
$700,000 for Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club;

e $6 million to establish the Boosting Women and Girls Participation in Sport fund to encourage
women and girls to get involved in community sport;
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e $4 million to establish the Veterans Facilities fund to help RSL and veterans' organisations
upgrade their local facilities and RSL clubs;

e $2.6 million towards lighting upgrades at Kalgoorlie sporting facilities;

e $1.7 million to deliver a mountain bike trail in the Kalgoorlie area;

e $1.3 million for medical facilities at all Karting WA clubs, including at Eastern Goldfields Kart
Club and Esperance Kart Club;

e $300,000 in funding for the Leonora Drive-In Theatre; and

e $500,000 towards upgrading and establishing sporting facilities.

For more specific Goldfields Esperance budget information, visit Budget delivering infrastructure,
services to Goldfields-Esperance | Western Australian Government.

For the WALGA Analysis in relation to budget impacts for local governments visit State Budget 2024-25
WALGA.

Officer Comment:
For the GVROC to note the various funding and budget items as related to the Goldfields Esperance
region.

Consultation: GVROC
Financial Implications: TBD
Strategic Implications: Improved Liveability, social and community wellbeing.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the GVROC note the State Government Budget 2025/26 Summary for Goldfields Esperance

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas
Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried


https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivering-infrastructure,-services-to-Goldfields-Esperance-20250619
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivering-infrastructure,-services-to-Goldfields-Esperance-20250619
https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/state-and-federal-budgets/state-budget-2025-26
https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/state-and-federal-budgets/state-budget-2025-26
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10.11 DLGSC Model Financial Statements 2024-25 update

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Financial policy and accounting | DLGSC
Background:

The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) has released updated
Model Financial Statements (MFS) guidance material for 2024-25 for all classes of local governments.

This year's update builds on the guidance material and templates issued last year, and continues to
ease the reporting burden, especially for smaller local governments.

The MFS is compliant with Australian Accounting Standards and Local Government (Financial
Management) Regulations 1996.

The MFS for 2024-25 are available on the financial policy and accounting support webpage of the
department’s website.

The MFS are a guide to the common functions and activities of local government. All local governments
will still need to review their financial statements and:

e add any transactions or activities not covered
e remove any sections that might not be applicable e.g. investment property.

Guidelines to support financial statement preparation have been published as a reference guide to the
MFS.

Note: Chief executive officers are encouraged to have their staff register for LGAlerts to stay updated
on changes and where to access guidance and support material

Officers Comments:

The GVROC CEOs noted the reminder at their meeting on 5 July 2025 and agreed to include this
information on the GVROC agenda for noting at this meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC notes the update on the Model Financial Statements 2024-25 from the DLGIRS.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Cr Laurene Bonza, Shire of Dundas

Carried


https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/local-government/local-governments/support-and-advice/financial-policy-and-accounting
https://dlgsc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b3a3f7b848e66bfa0f6fc583&id=b9713567af&e=d14f9b3557
https://dlgsc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b3a3f7b848e66bfa0f6fc583&id=974b7f3129&e=d14f9b3557
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10.12 Reminder — Caretaker period requirements

Reporting Officer: Andrew Mann, GVROC Executive Officer
Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Date: July 2025

Attachments: Nil

Background:

The DLGIRS has sent out a reminder to all LGAs regarding caretaker period requirements.
Caretaker period

The Local Government Amendment Act 2023 introduced a standard caretaker period for all local
governments in Western Australia. This will apply to the upcoming 2025 ordinary local government
elections.

The caretaker period begins at the close of nominations on Thursday 4 September 2025 and ends the
day after the results of the election are declared for the local government.

During the caretaker period, local governments must not undertake significant acts as defined in section
3.73(1) of the Local Government Act 1995 including:

e making a local law

e entering into a CEO employment contract

e inviting tenders or entering into a contract valued at more than $250,000

e entering into a major land transaction or commencing a major trading undertaking.

Significant acts can proceed if the local government’s decision was made before the caretaker period
(see section 3.73(4) of the Act).

Further information about caretaker periods is available on DLGIRS’s website.

Officers Comments:
For the GVROC to note the reminder and request all GVROC LGAs to plan their council items and
projects with the caretaker period in mind.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the GVROC note the reminder on the caretaker period requirements for the upcoming Local
Government Elections in October 2025 and request all GYROC LGAs plan their council items and
projects with the caretaker period in mind.

RESOLUTION: Moved: Cr Patrick Hill, Shire of Laverton
Seconded: Mayor Glenn Wilson, City of Kalgoorlie Boulder

Carried


https://dlgsc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b3a3f7b848e66bfa0f6fc583&id=0cb5da61d7&e=d14f9b3557
https://dlgsc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b3a3f7b848e66bfa0f6fc583&id=6d0db7ecdd&e=d14f9b3557
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11. LATEITEMS as notified, introduced by decision ofthe Meetingﬂ

Nil.

12. FUTURE GVROC COUNCIL MEETINGS/FUNCTIONS

Next Meetings
The following suggested dates in 2025 have been set for the GVROC meetings.

= 22 September 2025 (Dinner details TBC aligned with WALGA Convention and AGM in Perth)
= 28 November 2025 in Leonora (to be hosted by Shire of Leonora)

The following are the WALGA State Council meeting dates in 2025 with suggested GVROC Zoom video
conference meeting dates prior to these to inform the GVROC'’s representatives attending the meetings
with relevant input for State Council Agenda ltems:

= 4-5 September 2025 WALGA State Council Meeting - GVROC meeting on 22 August 2025
= 3 December 2025 WALGA State Council Meeting - GVROC meeting on 14 November 2025

13. CLOSURE OF MEETING

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at12:20pm.




